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D6.49 RAINFOREST POLICY

ENVIRONMENT AND PLANNING — DEVELOPMENT

POLICY OBJECTIVES

1. To recognise the particular value of rainforests as a natural biological system
and recognise the suites (dry, gallery, gully and littoral) that occur within them.

To identify, conserve and protect rainforest communities in Gosford City
for their ecological, educational and passive recreational values.

To provide detailed vegetation mapping and assessment criteria for
development assessment and rezonings.

To increase public awareness of the importance of rainforest areas and
support for their protection and where required rehabilitation.

To increase the level of protection for all rainforest areas and where
appropriate bring them into public ownership.

To identify priority sites for regeneration and rehabilitation of rainforest
areas under the care and control of Council.

2. To identify those areas which can be managed and preserved on both public
and private land.

POLICY STATEMENT
In accordance with these objectives, Council shall:

1. Identify rainforest areas across Gosford City either through mapping or a
species description. Mapping will be based on detailed vegetation mapping
prepared for Council in 2004 by Stephen Bell of Eastcoast Flora Surveys.

2. Adopt the following species as key rainforest species where mapping does not
identify rainforest communities but the area occurs in a narrow gully on soils
derived from the Narrabeen group:

GULLY RAINFOREST AND GALLERY RAINFOREST

Ceratopetalum apetalum - Coachwood

Doryphora sassafras - Sassafras

Archontophoenix cunninghamiana — Bangalow Palm

Guioa semiglauca - Guioa

Schizomeria ovata — Crabapple, White Cherry, Snowberry
Sloanea australis — Maiden’s Blush

Ficus coronata — Sandpaper Fig

Livistona australis — Cabbage Tree Palm

Glochidion ferdinandi — Cheese tree

Cryptocarya glaucescens — Native Laurel, Brown Beech, Jackwood
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Alphitonia excelsa — Red Ash
Endiandra discolor

Acmena smithii — Lillypilly
Diospyros australis — Black Plum
Cryptocarya microreura - Murrogun

PALM GULLIES

Archontophoenix cunninghamiana — Bangalow Palm
Livistona australis — Cabbage Tree Palm

Melaleuca biconvexa *

Melaleuca linarifolia- Snow in Summer

LITTORAL RAINFOREST

Cupaniopsis anacardioides - Tuckeroo

Ficus rubiginosa — Port Jackson Fig, Rusty Fig
Diospyros australis — Black Plum

Planchonella australis — Black Apple

Polyscias elegansSilver Basswood, Celerywood
Endiandra sieberi - Corkwood

DRY RAINFOREST
Backhousia myrtifolia — Grey Myrtle
Trochocarpa laurina — Tree Heath
Choricarpia leptopetala
* Listed as Vulnerable under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995
3. Identified areas of rainforest be delineated on survey maps accompanying

Development Applications and/or Building Applications which fall within or
adjacent to rainforest areas.

IMPLEMENTATION
Rainforest mapping will be made available as a data layer on Council’s
Geographic Information System in order to ensure that development

assessments and rezonings take into consideration this policy.

Council will conserve and protect rainforest areas by adopting the following
measures:-

a. A minimum of a 50 metre development exclusion zone (ie. fringe buffer
zone) surrounding any rainforest area.

b. A prohibition on any industrial development and/or extractive industry
operations within rainforest catchments.

C. Identified areas of rainforest be noted on the relevant Section 149
certificates.
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d. Rainforest mapping shall be provided to the Rural Fires Service for use in
developing bush fire risk management plans and for consideration for
responsibilities as authorised under the Rural Fires Act 1997.

e.  The Environmental Assessment Unit is to be consulted regarding
development applications and rezonings that have the potential to impact
on rainforest areas.

The report "A Proposal for Protection of Remnant Rainforests in the Gosford and
Wyong Areas" prepared by Robert Payne and Andrews Neil (on behalf of the
National Parks Association Inc NSW), August 1993 contains a map identifying
rainforest areas within the Gosford City (see Attachment 1). This map prepared at
the scale of 1:100,000 is to be adopted as an interim map and used when assessing
all Development Applications and/or Building Applications.

Where a Development Application falls within or adjacent to the mapped area a
Statement of Environmental Effects is required to be prepared by the applicant to
determine the impact of the proposal upon that rainforest area. Similarly, if an area
contains any of the key rainforest species listed in the policy statement above, a
Statement of Environmental Effects is required.

Development applications and rezonings that apply to sites mapped or identified as
containing the listed key rainforest species must include a Statement of
Environmental Effects.

The Statement of Environmental Effects shall include a detailed flora and fauna
survey in accordance with Council’s adopted flora and fauna survey guidelines, an
identification of any threatened species known or likely to occur in the area and must
address of the impact of increased nutrients upon the rainforest ecosystem. The
report shall accompany that application prior to any further consideration by Council.
Upon receipt of the Statement of Environmental Effects the application shall be
referred to Council® Environmental Education and Protection Unit for comment.

The policy will be subject to an annual review to ensure that it is achieving its
objectives and to allow for those identified rainforest areas to be amended where
necessary.

IMPLEMENTATION

This policy will be implemented by the Manager —Development in liaison with all
affected Sections of Council.

(Min No /85 - 9 April 1985)

(Min No 547/1994 - 14 June 1994)

(Min No 947/1995 - 5 September 1995)

(Min No 322/1996 - 23 April 1996 - Review of Policies)

(Min No 239/2000 — 24 October 2000 — Review of Policies — no changes)
(Min No 214/2005 - 8 March 2005 - Review of Policies)

(Min No 311/2009 - 5 May 2009 - Review of Policies)
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ATTACHMENT

D6.49 RAINFOREST POLICY
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