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Program

Bushcare Happenings

Bushcare has hit the new
year running with plans for
a variety of new
workshops and the
resurrection of establishing
a roving Bushcare group.
The Bushcare Officers
have finalised this year’s
training calendar with the
next event being a Fungi
workshop on the 11th of
March. All our workshops
are free and we usually
provide a delicious morning
tea or lunch so give Robyn
or Kate a ring to book in.
The training calendar can
be found on Council’s
website.

Enthusiasts at our Shorebirds and

Waders Workshop saw everything
from Bar-tailed Godwits to Grey—
tailed Tattlers and Ruddy
Turnstones!

We've moved!

Some of you may not know that
we have moved from Council’s
Mann St offices back to Erina
Depot. Our new offices are
located next to the reception
area. Our new phone numbers
are Kate 4304 4564 and Robyn
4304 4557, new fax (02) 4365
4031. Our emails and mobiles
remain the same.

Bushcare BBQ

Bushcare has purchased a
small BBQ for our Bushcare
groups to use! Whether you're
inviting the locals to see your
site or just having a celebratory
BBQ for yourselves, your
Bushcare group can borrow the
BBQ, we’ll provide the
sausages!

No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior permission of Gosford City Council
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Fauna News

P.A.C.T. Platypus Awareness & _ _ _
increasing local understanding and awareness

Conservation Team of platypuses and preventing their accidental

drowning of platypus in yabby traps on the

Central Coast by raising community
awareness that: Platypus live in local creeks
and rivers; Platypus get caught
and drown in yabby traps; it is
illegal to use yabby traps where
platypus live. PACT is a
partnership between local
residents, representatives from
Wyong Council, National Parks
and Wildlife Service, NSW
Fisheries, Newcastle
University, Masterfoods,
Rumbalara Environmental
Education Centre, Gosford City
Council and many local
schools. By working with the
community PACT intends

See Training calendar for date of Monotreme
Day.

-

Free Community Platypus
Educationh Day 2009 /7

When: Sunday 17 May 2009 4
Where: Glenola Farm, 12 Glenola Farm Lane, Yarramalong, ,z
Time: 10am - 2pm N 1

Guest speakers include:

Dr Tom Grant — “Platypus and the Environment

Lynette Fletcher — “Platypus research on the Central Coast”
Julie-Anne Harty — “Riparian Habitats”

Come and enjoy a few hours with guest speakers, displays, activities for all,
games for the kids, lucky door prizes, free sausage sandwich, and an
opportunity to learn more about this iconic animal.

Find out what you can do to help conserve the platypus and meet members of
Central Coast PACT (platypus awareness and conservation team).

RSVP for catering purposes by 11.05.09: rumbalara-e.school@det.nsw.edu.au or
Ph: 4324 7200, mob: 0419 255 292

BYO: chair or picnic rug and cup

For further information contact Rumbalara Environmental Education Centre: 4324 7200
or Wyong Council: 4350 5555




The Noisy Miner Effect

Many of us will be familiar with the Noisy
Miner (Manorina melanocephala); the
medium-sized grey honeyeater often seen in
large groups dive bombing dogs at the local
park or stealing food scraps from plates at
cafes. However, as amusing as these
behaviours are, Noisy Miners can have a
much more sinister effect on other native
birds. Not to be confused with the similarly-
sized introduced Indian Mynah (black head,
dark brown body, yellow patch around the
eyes), Noisy Miners form colonies and will
aggressively defend their territory, preventing
smaller birds from landing in, or in some
cases, even passing over their territory.

Noisy Miners thrive in small remnants of
native vegetation, particularly those
dominated by eucalypts and adjacent to open
space, such as parkland and pasture. The
species is an "edge specialist”, living along
the edge of woodlands where they feed on
nectar and insects. They are particularly
associated with open eucalypt woodlands
with a poorly vegetated understorey. As a
sedentary species, they must find food within
their territories all year round. Consequently,
they thrive in environments that contain high
proportions of plants that provide nectar
throughout the year, including many urban
gardens. Indeed, efforts by urban gardeners
to attract birds to their gardens may be
undermined by the creation of habitats which
favour Noisy Miners and thereby result in the
exclusion of smaller species.

So, how do we provide habitat for smaller
birds whilst discouraging Noisy Miners? Well,
it appears that structural diversity is the key.
Noisy Miners prefer an open vegetation
structure which allows aggressive defence of
their territory. A dense, complex vegetation
structure, with lots of plants and lots of
different layers provides food for a suite of

smaller birds and shelters them from Noisy
Miners. The canopy should not consist
exclusively of eucalypts but should contain a
diverse range of species, for example,
acacias, banksias and smaller flowering
natives. A dense understorey can be created
through pruning, close planting and mass
planting of the same species and should
consist of local provenance native species
rather than exotic, non-local natives or
cultivars of natives.

To encourage seed-eating birds, such as red-
browed finches, seed producing shrubs and
areas of grass should be allowed to grow and
go to seed. Finally, heavily mulching the
ground will encourage the proliferation of
insects for insectivorous birds.

Noisy Miner

Manorina melanocephala

For further information, the Birds in
Backyards website, a joint initiative of Birds
Australia and the Australian Museum, has
published some excellent guidelines for ways
to create and enhance bird habitat within
gardens. The guidelines (and many other
useful resources) can be found at:
http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/spaces/quid
elines.cfm




Bushcare Happenings

some heart breaking vandalism
and weed infestations on the
site. Her stoic attitude has been
an inspiration to the group
whose numbers have waxed
and waned over the years but
are at an all time high with
between 10 and 15 people
regularly attending.

Saturday the 14 February was
Sam's last day working with the
group who presented her with
an award winning, framed
photograph of the wetland and
enjoyed a delicious morning tea.

Sam moves on!

Sometimes we feature an article in the newsletter about
one of our wonderful contract supervisors (there are
more than 20!) but unfortunately this one is to farewell
one of our longstanding ones, Sam Coyle. Sam has
been working with the Melaleuca wetlands group at Woy
Woy for more than 8 years - an incredible effort

Sam is moving to the Gympie
area in Qld and we wish her all
the best regenerating her own
beautiful patch of the Australian
bush and the SE QId area
professionally! She will be
sorely missed at the wetlands.

considering she travelled from Sydney and has endured

Hi fellow Bushcarers! Late Summer has been
particularly wet (unless you compare us to
Innisfail in Queensland!) and the weeds are
thriving! The good news is that the soaking
rains will be providing some lovely
groundwater for our natives to tap into too.
As the weather cools and the humidity eases
it's time to dust down your boots, shake the
spiders out of your gardening gloves and get
back into it! How is your tool box looking? Do
you need a top up of secateurs, trowels,
goggles, sunscreen, Mossie spray, hats,
maybe a pair of loppers? Have you got
enough weed bags? Do you know where
your First Aid kit is? Does it need refreshing?
Ring Robyn or Kate if you need anything and
we can drop them out to you.

“Native Plant or Weed -
Pick the Difference”

Has your Bushcare
group got a copy of this
handy little book? It has
large colour photos of a
weed and a native plant
next to it, that can easily 5
be confused with it. -

It is a good resource to keep in your bushcare
toolbox for reference out in the field. Bushcare
has a supply of them, enough for one per group
so call out if you need one.




New Faces — Welcome Marjo!

Hi Everyone, my name is Marjo Patari and |
joined Gosford Council's Natural Open
Spaces area as a temp from December last
year. If you are wondering about my name, |
am Finnish, but have called Australia home for
many, many years. I'm here to help out the
team for a little while with a range of projects
and would say this role suits me as | am a
jack of all trades. | have qualifications in Envi-
ronmental Science (ecology) but have also
worked in administration, sales, and customer
service. It is a pleasure working with the lovely
(and often hilariously wacky) people here in
my area and know through my work that every
small part that we as individuals play all helps
towards creating a better environment for all
of us:)

Projects/Grants

Gosford Coastal and Estuarine Communities Rehabilit  ation Project

Natural Open Spaces was recently successful
in gaining funding from “The Hunter - Central
Rivers Catchment Management Authority -
Coastal Zone” (HCRCMA) under its “Local
Government Engagement and Capacity
Building Program 2008-09.”

The project is designed to support 23 of
Gosford Council’s Bushcare groups which
work in coastal or estuarine environments and
will provide professional (contract) bush
regeneration to do Primary weeding on their
sites. This will assist the volunteer groups
expand the area regenerated.

Opportunities for the local community to
become involved will be provided by
advertising the work of the Bushcare groups
through letter box drops, site open days and
articles in local newspapers and newsletters.
Interpretive signage, displays at community
events, and the provision of printed information
about coastal and estuarine environments will

help raise awareness of the importance of these
ecosystems throughout the community.

Some of the areas involved are:- Wamberal
Lagoon, Terrigal Lagoon, Avoca Lagoon,
Cockrone Lagoon, Kincumber, Green Point,
several sites around Brisbane Water and coastal
dunes at Copacabana, Forresters Beach, North
Avoca, Macmasters Beach, Putty Beach,
Umina Beach, Pearl Beach and Ettymalong
Creek at Umina Beach.

Forresters Beach



Reserve Projects

St Johns Lookout, Katandra Reserve

The paving from the newly built disabled car
parks to the previous completed paving has
now started and once completed will provide
disabled access from the car parks to the
lookout with access to picnic tables and
amenities. This work, being the final stage of
the project, should be completed by mid-
April.

Macmasters Beach Viewing Platform

Local community members have been
successful in applying for a Caring for Our
Country grant to build a viewing platform at
Macmasters Beach at the end of Gerda Rd
north of the Life Guard tower. A number of
options regarding the size and shape of the
platform have been put forward to the group
who will take this to the community for
discussion. There will also be other works
associated with this grant including fencing
and bush regeneration in this area.

Visitors to Council’s Erina Depot

Tawny Frogmouths “hiding” in a paperbark at
Council’s Erina depot. These two have
chosen a noisy roost during the day with
countless trucks, heavy machinery and
pedestrians passing underneath every day.
However, it would be a peaceful
environment, no doubt, during the night when
“the humans” have disappeared and the
bird’s have the night-shift to themselves! Out
come mice and antechinus to pick up the
crumbs left behind and maybe moths
attracted to the security lights. Mmmmm!

St Johns Lookout - excavation area with road
sub base

St Johns Lookout - showing new railing and
paving




The Fungal Initiative

The Initiative arose out of frustration at the
lack of awareness about fungi and the
resulting lack of funding for resources to
study these amazing organisms. Scientific
research has found that fungi play an
essential role in natural ecosystems. They
are significant as decomposers and nutrient
cyclers, as partners of vascular plants in
mutualisms (mycorrhizal), as food for native
animals, and as parasites. Without algae and
fungi in particular, lakes, forests and
grasslands would not function and agriculture
could not survive™ ... Il

Only some 5% of the estimated 250 000
species have been described and at current
rates of progress this task will take more than
1000 years to complete!

The Initiative was set up to try to bring
together groups such as Councils, CMA,
NGOs involved with the environment and
community reps together with academics,
scientists and those from various
government departments. A strategy is being
developed and should be ready just prior to
the Fungimap conference in May.

* ‘A Conservation Overview of Australian
Non-marine Lichens, Bryophytes, Algae and
Fungi’

AUTUMN
BUSHCARE TIP

Work from the Good Bush to
the Bad !

Start your bush regeneration work in
the healthiest patch of bush and have
as your goal the suppression of any
weeds . As this area improves you can
advance into weedier areas and en-
courage the healthy vegetation to ex-
pand in your wake.

FUNGI FILE

Fistulina hepatica — Beefsteak Fungus
Family: : Fistulinaceae
Colour: Pink, blood red, brown

Description: Used by Aborigines as a food
source, is said to have a sour taste. Is found
on living or dead eucalypts in forests,
woodlands and sometimes rainforests singly
or several together. Timber affected by this
species is highly prized for its attractiveness in
furniture making.

Cap: The cap is pink to blood red to brown,
folded (like a velvet stage curtain), slimy when
wet, 50-250mm wide, projecting out 100-
250mm, 20-50mm thick.

Pores: Distinctly separate tubes white to pink
to yellow-brown with age.

Stem: If present, may be short and lateral
Spore print: Pink to brown. fungimap sp.

Habitat : Eucalypt forest in Temperate
Australia.

For more information contact Pam O’Sulliavan
On 43621543.



Fire News - PLANT SELECTION IN FIRE PRONE AREAS

Avoid Plants with high levels of volatile oils

in leaves. Plant or retain species which have
low flammability. Eucalypts often produce oils
that vaporise in the heat and they burn with
great heat but very quickly. They are a hazard
but only for a short time. Some plants are
damaged by fire but don’t carry fire well eg
some acacias (wattles) and Myoporum
(Boobialla) species. These plants will slow up a
fire.

Vegetation can have a dual role in bushfires.
As well as providing fuel for the fire, many
plants also have properties which help to
protect buildings. Plants can help to filter out
wind-driven burning debris and embers,
deflecting wind-driven debris and embers up
and over, or around a building, acting as a
barrier against radiation and flame and
reducing wind forces which may damage a
building. No plant is fireproof, however, many
plants have features that minimise the extent  Avoid trees with loose, fibrous or stringy bark.

to which they contribute to the spread of This can easily ignite and encourage fire to
bushfires. Given the right conditions, all spread through the crown of the trees. Wind can
plants will burn. carry burning bark, especially loose, flaky or

ribbon bark, away to start new fires. Choose

Landscaping around your property will impact frees that have smooth bark.

on how the fire moves, what actually burns

and how much debris will be flying around Clear all fine fuels, namely grass, leaves, bark
and this all helps to determine how much and twigs. These fuels will ignite and burn
damage is done to the property in a fire easily. Fine fuels should be cleared from around

event. Mulch is something else that needs to  the house and the lawn should be kept well
be considered. You need to think about what watered and short. Clear all fuels from around

kind of mulch you use, how deep it is and the base of trees including the removal of lower
how flammable it is. Other strategies to branches, loose bark and dead twigs. This will
employ include good old-fashioned garden decrease the likelihood of damage to the tree.

maintenance - keeping the garden neatand  Flammable material should be stored away from
tidy and removing unwanted garden litter that  {he nouse. This includes woodpiles, wooden

can fuel a fire. sheds, combustible material storage areas,
The following suggestions can reduce the large areas/quantities of garden mulch, stacked
threat of bush fire: flammable building materials.

Ensure vegetation does not provide a

path for the transfer of fire to the house.
Spread the plants out so that they do
not form a continuous canopy. Create
gaps in the vegetation to slow down or
break the progress of fire towards the
buildings, including the spread of fire
from tree-top to tree-top. Do not plant
species directly up against buildings.

Avoid plants that retain or accumulate
dead leaves and twigs. These are very
flammable, especially if this material is
continuous from the ground to the
crown.

Plant or retain species which do not

drop much litter in the bushfire season
and which do not drop litter that Leaf litter on roof (Photo - GCC)



Bushcare Training Calendar 2009

FEBRUARY:
Introduction to Bushcare
Thursday, 26 February
MARCH:

Fungi Workshop
Wednesday, 11 March
Saratoga Working Bee

Friday, 20 March

Wamberal Community Tree Planting
Saturday, 28 March

APRIL:

Niagara Park Working Bee Day
Sunday 5 April

Blackwall Mountain Open Site Day
Saturday 18 April

MAY:

Introduction to Bushcare

Saturday, 9 May

Open Site Day Pretty Beach / Killcare
Saturday, 23 May

JUNE:

Wildlife Rescue and First aid
Friday 12th June

Whale Watching

Sunday, 28 June

JULY:

Native Fish

Friday 3 July

Introduction to Bushcare
Tuesday, 7 July

Monotreme workshop
Friday 17 July

AUGUST:

Botany for Bush Regenerators
Friday, 21 July August
Open Site Day

Thursday, 27 August
SEPTEMBER:

Native Plant Walk and Identification
Friday, 4 September

Tracks and Traces
Saturday, 12 September
Grasses

Friday, 18 September
OCTOBER:

Rockpool Rambles
Thursday 8 October
Rockpool Rambles
Wednesday 14 October
Introduction to Bushcare
Sunday, 25 October
NOVEMBER:

Waders and Shorebirds
Monday, 9 November

Bush Foods

Wednesday, 11 November
Bushcare Christmas BBQ
Saturday, 28 November

Erina Library

Rumbalara Environmental Education Centre

End of Malumba Ave Saratoga

Wamberal Dunes

Niagara Park

Blackwall Mountain

Kincumber Library

Killcare

Erina Centre

Captain Cook Lookout, Copacabana

Umina Library
Woy Woy Library

Reptile Park

Woy Woy Library

Various Bushcare sites

Warrah Trig
Kincumba Mountain

Woy Woy Library /Field Trip

Forresters Beach
Copacabana Beach

Erina Library

Norah Head
Umina Library

Kincumba Mountain



WEED PROFILE

Madeira Vine
Botanical Name: Anredera cordifolia
Origin: native to South America.

Description: This vigorous climber has fleshy,
broadly oval shaped leaves up to 12cm long
with wavy margins. The leaf stalk attaches to
the leaf margin, (compare with Snake Vine).
Madeira Vine produces warty tubers (a little
like ginger tubers) both underground and high
in the canopy (aerial).

Flowers: Planted because of its creamy,
fragrant, drooping flower clusters.

Fruit/seed: Not known to produce fruit.

Dispersal: It is a weed of bushland, rainforest,
coastal vegetation, watercourses, wasteland
and other disturbed sites. A garden escapee
and also spread by dumping.

SIMILAR NATIVE PROFILE

Snake Vine
Botanical Name: Stephania japonica
Family: Menispermaceae

Description: A slender climber with heart
shaped leaves. Due to its climbing nature and
heart shaped leaves it is often confused with
the weeds Madeira Vine and also Morning
Glory. The easiest way to identify it is by the
way the stalk attaches to the leaf. Snake Vine
has peltate leaves i.e. the leaf stalk joins the
leaf underneath, in from the edge and near
the centre. Another characteristic of Snake
Vine is that the underside of the leaves are
pale grey-green.

Flowers: Clusters of insignificant greenish
flowers.

Fruit/seed: fleshy green berries turning to
attractive orange, red.

Control: Scrape stem and paint with
glyphosate. This method should kill the tubers
too. Monitor the site closely because fallen
tubers may sprout.

Habitat: Moist forests, coastal dunes and
rainforests. It is common in sheltered areas
near the sea.




Allagai Bushcare
Macmasters Beach Dunes

Alloura Waters Bushcare

Davistown

Australian Plant Society Bushcare

Seymour Pond, Katandra Reserve

Bar Point Bushcare

Waterfront Reserve Bar Point

Blackwall Mountain Bushcare

Blackwall Road, Blackwall

Blythe Street Bushcare

Reserve corner of Blythe St, Killcare

Bulbararing Bushcare

Reynolds Rd, Avoca Beach

Burrawang Reserve Bushcare
Hillview St, Woy Woy

Bushlands Ave Bushcare

Bushlands Ave Park, Springfield

Cappers Gully Bushcare
White St, East Gosford

Cheero Point Bushcare

Reserve at end of Riverside Crescent

Copacabana Landcare

Del Monte Place, Copacabana

Davistown Wetlands Bushcare

Magnolia St, Davistown

Empire Bay Bushcare

Shelly Beach Rd, Empire Bay

Forresters Beach Bushcare

Crystal St viewing platform

Green Point Bushcare

Kenmare Rd, Green Point

Hastings Road Bushcare

Hastings Road, Terrigal

lluka Lagoon Bushcare

Kallaroo Rd, Umina

Kincumba Bushcare

Woodward Cr, Kincumber

Kincumber Creek Bushcare

Carrak Rd Reserve

Lakeshore Drive Bushcare

Lakeshore Drive, North Avoca

Lionel Pde Bushcare

Lionel Pde, Springfield

MacMasters Beach Bushcare

Lakeside Drive, MacMasters Beach

McMasters Rd Bushcare

Waterfront Reserve, Woy Woy

Melaleuca Wetlands Bushcare

Kerrawah Blv, Woy Woy

Narara Creek Bushcare

Opp Carrington St, Narara

Niagara Park Bushcare
Behind CC Youth Club

North Avoca Bushcare
North Avoca Surf Club

Oyster Farmers Bushcare

Malinya Rd Davistown

Patonga Beach Bushcare

Patonga Beach

Pearl Beach Bushregen

Pearl Beach

Pearl Beach Dunecare

Pearl Beach

Peninsula Dunecare

Cnr Barrenjoey Rd & The Esplanade, Ettalong

Pierce St Bushcare

Lisarow

Pinetop Bushcare
Pinetop Ave, Narara

Point Clare Bushcare
Scott St

Pretty Beach Bushcare

Araluen Drive, Pretty Beach

Putty Beach Bushcare

First Carpark on Beach Drive, Killcare

Rainforest Street Bushcare

Wyoming

Saratoga Wetlands Bushcare

Saratoga Oval

Spencer Bushcare
Community Hall, Spencer

Terrigal Dunecare
Wamberal SLSC Carpark

Terrigal Lagoon Bushcare

Willoughby Road, Terrigal

The Bays Bushcare
Raymond Rd, Phegans Bay

Three Creeks Bushcare

Green Point

Umina-Ettymalong Creek Landcare

Etta Road - Umina Oval

Wagstaffe Bushcare
End of Wagstaffe Road, Wagstaffe

Wamberal Landcare Group
Carpark Wamberal SLSC

Wambina Landcare Group
Wambina Rd, Matcham

Willdenow Rd Bushcare

Avoca

Wingello Creek Bushcare

Wyoming

##H



Natural Open Space
Unit

Address:
Gosford City Council
PO Box 21
Gosford NSW 2250

Co-ordinator Natural Open
Space
Larry Melican

Natural Reserves Project
Officer
Brent Evans

Bushcare Officers
Robyn Urquhart
Kate Consterdine

Conservation Officer
Phil Wood

Bushfire Management
Officer
Kellie Newby

GOSFORD CITY COUNCIL

GOSFORD CITY COUNCIL

Bushcare Volunteers

Needed!

Do you need to get out more?

Need exercise?

Like to meet interesting like-minded
people?

Learn about your local environment?
Always wanted to experience

weed? ...ing

Tick off all your News Resolutions in
one hit by joining one of our Bushcare
Groups!

For more information about joining a
Bushcare Group contact Robyn
Urquhart or Kate Consterdine on 4325
8222 or email:
robyn.urquhart@gosford.nsw.gov.au or
kate.consterdine@gosford.nsw.gov.

IF NOT DELIVERED OR CLAIMED WITHIN SEVEN DAYS
PLEASE RETURN TO GENERAL MANAGER, PO BOX 21, GOSFORD
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