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What is an in-septic system?  
 
An in-septic system is the installation of Low Pressure System (LPS) equipment, such as the 
collection tank and pump, inside an existing septic tank. These systems are used where severe 
site constraints or conditions make it difficult to connect a property to a new sewerage system 
using a standard installation. 
 
How do I know if I require an in-septic installatio n? 
 
All property owners were advised of the proposed location of their LPS equipment on the Property 
Sewer Diagram included in their Connection Information Pack issued in July 2008. This diagram 
indicated whether a property required in-septic or in-ground installation of equipment.  
 

The equipment location was determined following an 
audit of all properties in Mooney Mooney and Cheero 
Point before construction of the Scheme commenced.  
For some properties, the optimum location for LPS 
equipment was identified as inside an existing septic 
tank.   
 
Since early 2009, Council has undertaken over 70 design 
reviews, in consultation with property owners, to reduce 
construction difficulties, access and maintenance issues, 
and the number of properties requiring in-septic 
installations. Where a more suitable location for LPS 

equipment was found, property owners received an updated Property Sewer Diagram indicating 
the new location for their approval.  
 
If I require an in-septic installation, when can I be connected to the Scheme? 
 
In-septic systems can only be installed once the Scheme has been commissioned and is 
functioning optimally. 
 
Property owners who nominated for Early Connection will be will be able to connect to the Scheme 
shortly after completion of commissioning in September 2009. These property owners will be 
individually contacted in October 2009 by Council to determine a connection date for their property. 

Any property owners who nominated for a late connection to the Scheme will be required to 
contact Council when they require connection to the Scheme. These property owners will be 
placed on a waiting list until there are sufficient properties awaiting connection.  

How will my in-septic system be installed?  

In-septic installations will require a coordinated effort between your plumber, Council Inspectors 
and the contractor to pump out your existing system, install LPS equipment and connect your 
property to the Scheme.  
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The installation process involves the completion of the following activities within a very short 
timeframe:   
 
- Rectification of existing plumbing defects. Property owners were notified of any defects in their 
Connection Information Pack issued in July 2008. All existing plumbing must also be hydrostatic 
pressure tested by your plumber. Any additional defects identified in the test must be rectified 
before your property can be connected to the Scheme. 
- Rectification of existing electrical defects outlined in the Connection Information Pack issued in 
July 2008. Property owners were required to provide Council with a Certificate of Compliance for 
all rectification work.  
 
- Pumping out and cleaning of existing septic system. Due to the complex coordination required for 
in-septic installations Council will organise and cover the cost of pumping out and cleaning your 
septic tank at the time of installing LPS equipment. 
 
- Installation of LPS equipment in the existing septic tank. This can only be completed once the 
septic tank has been emptied and cleaned.  
 
- Connect to the new Scheme.  
 
Who will be on my property during installation?  
 
At the time of, or immediately prior to, connection to the Scheme, the following people will need to 
be onsite:  
 
- Council's Pump-out operators so that tanks can be cleaned prior to equipment being installed  
- Council's contractor to install and connect LPS equipment  
- Your independent plumber to connect your existing plumbing to the on-property LPS equipment  
- Gosford Council Plumbing Inspector to ensure work carried out meets regulatory standards. 
 
What do I need to do?  
 
You will need to engage an independent licensed plumber and electrician to quote on and rectify 
any defects prior to installation of the LPS equipment.  
 
You will also need to ensure your plumber is available to connect your existing plumbing to the on-
property LPS equipment at the time of installation.  
 
A standard inspection fee of $204.10 must be paid to Council to cover multiple inspections of your 
property's plumbing system during the connection process. This standard fee covers houses with 
one toilet. Each additional toilet is at a cost of $78.66. It is your responsibility to pay this fee prior to 
the inspection being carried out.  
 
How will I be affected during the installation of m y in-septic system?  
 
Council is working to reduce the impact of these installations by scheduling completion of activities 
over a very short space of time. However, during the installation process existing sewerage 
services will not be available.  
 
It is anticipated that existing toilet and shower facilities will be unavailable for approximately 3-4 
days. Property owners will need to find alternative arrangements for this time period.  
 
To minimise disruption, Council will contact property owners who nominated for Early Connection 
to organise a suitable time for installation.  
 


